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Luke 2:21-35

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a
righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which
the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His
blood. Romans 3:20-25 (NIV)

1. The One who came to save us was
for a Savior in the world He was born into.

The same is true today.

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise Him, He was named
Jesus, the name the angel had given Him before He had been conceived.
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had
been completed, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem to present Him
to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
/s to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with
what /s said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young
pigeons.” Luke 2:21-24 (NIV)

2. Weall

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. It has been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

(emphasis added). Luke 2:25-26 (NIV)

Most of us fall into two camps:
We need to be saved from our own
We need to be saved from our own

3. Salvation and peace do not come from a change in circumstance, but
in our lives.

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, saying:
“Sovereign Lord, as You have promised, You now dismiss Your servant in
peace. For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared
in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for
glory to Your people Israel.” Luke 2:27-32 (NIV)

4. You cannot avoid making a decision about
There is no middle ground.

The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about Him.

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign
that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Luke 2:33-35 (NIV)

“Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I will also acknowledge him
before My Father in heaven. But whoever disowns Me before men, | will
disown him before My Father in heaven. Do not suppose that | have
come to bring peace to the earth. [ did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For | have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a
man’s enemies will be the members of his won household,” Anyone who
loves his father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me, anyone who
loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of me,” and anyone
who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.
He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives the
One who sent Me. Matthew 10:32-40 (NIV)

“Then comes the real shock. Among these Jews there suddenly turns up
a man who goes about talking as if He was God. He claims to forgive
sins. He says He has always existed. He said He is coming to judge the
world at the end of time. Now let us get this clear. Among Pantheists,
like the Indians, anyone might say that he was a part of God, or one with
God, there would be nothing very odd about it. But this man, since He
was a Jew, could not mean that kind of God. God in their language meant
that Being outside the world Who had made it and was infinitely different
from anything else. And when you have grasped that, you will see that
what this man said was, quite simply, the most shocking thing that has
ever been uttered by human /jps.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity




